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DATE: November 28, 2018 
FILE:  7200-01 

TO: Chair and Directors 
 Black Creek/Oyster Bay Services Committee  
 
FROM: Russell Dyson 
 Chief Administrative Officer 
 
RE: Fire Safety Act- Implications for Regional Districts 
  

 
Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to update the committee regarding the new Fire Safety Act and its 
potential impacts on regional districts.  
 
Recommendation from the Chief Administrative Officer: 
This report is for information only. 

 
Executive Summary 
In April 2016 the Province gave third reading to the Fire Safety Act (Act) which will replace the 
current Fire Services Act. It is the intent of the Office of the Fire Commissioner of BC (OFC) to enact 
the new Act once the supporting regulation has been developed.   
 

 The new Act will shift responsibility for fire inspections and fire investigations from the 
OFC to the regional district. 

 This shift of responsibilities may have cost implications for the regional district. 
 
A group of regional district Fire Service Managers met to share information and identify concerns 
specific to Part 4 (Fire Safety Inspections) and Part 7 (Fire Investigations and Inquiries). A 
discussion table attached as Appendix A was developed that highlights the changes from the current 
Fire Services Act to the new Act.  
 
Part 4 (Fire Safety Inspections)  
The Act confirms that the regional district “must” designate, in writing, a person(s) as fire 
inspector(s) to conduct fire safety inspections. The designated inspector will be empowered to 
inspect public premises to ensure compliance with the Act and its regulations. The designated 
inspector “may” conduct inspections: 

 On receiving a complaint 

 If believed advisable by the fire inspector, without a complaint 

 On request of an owner or occupier of premises 
 
When a regional district “must” designate a fire inspector it establishes a duty-of-care, and therefore 
“must” carry out inspections. This aspect was captured in the June 7, 2016 letter from then Union of 
BC Municipalities president Al Richmond (Appendix B). 
 
Currently, the OFC appoints Local Assistants to the Fire Commissioner (LAFC) to conduct safety 
inspections on behalf of the OFC. The OFC is currently the authority having jurisdiction and 
manages any Orders or Actions resulting from an LAFC inspection. The LAFC program is not 
included in the new legislation. 
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Comox Valley Regional District 

The new Act presents a shift as the responsibility and liability for inspections would now 
rest with the regional district as the authority having jurisdiction.  
 
Each of the four Comox Valley Regional District Fire Chiefs is currently appointed as an LAFC but 
only within their local service area. The Act applies over the whole geographic area of the regional 
district, including within the boundaries of an improvement district, but not within municipalities.  
This presents a challenge as the regional district currently only has fire service taxation 
authority within defined local service areas. Funding for safety inspections may require the 
establishment of an independent service for fire inspections that are required outside of a 
local fire service area.   
 
Under the new Act the designated inspector(s) must meet the training standards as stipulated by the 
OFC. This presents a shift as rudimentary LAFC training is currently supplied by the OFC.  
The new Act presents a shift as the cost for a more extensive fire inspector training will need 
to be covered by the regional district.  
 
Note: 
The Manager of Fire Services and the CVRD Fire Chiefs generally agree that a local fire inspection 
program will provide for greater safety for the firefighters and the public than the current system. 
Further, in preparation for the enactment of the Act, the Oyster River Fire Chief and deputy chief 
are currently undertaking Fire Inspector training and anticipate meeting the OFC standard by spring 
2019. 
 
Part 7 (Fire Investigations and Inquiries). 
The Act confirms that the regional district “must” designate, in writing, a person as fire investigator 
who “must” investigate all fires that result in destroyed or damaged property or resulted in injury or 
death. 
 
Currently the LAFC reports such fires to the OFC who will conduct the investigation if warranted. 
In areas of the regional district that do not have a fire service area or an appointed LAFC, the local 
police are appointed as the LAFC. 
 
The Act applies over the whole geographic area of the regional district, including within the 
boundaries of an improvement district, but not within municipalities.  
This presents a challenge as the regional district currently only has fire service taxation 
authority within defined local service areas. Funding for fire investigations may require the 
establishment of an independent service for fire investigations that are required outside of a 
local fire service area.  
 
In August of 2018 the Union of British Columbia Municipalities established a working group and 
engaged a consultant to gather information and measure the potential regional district impacts of the 
Act.  
 
Staff will continue to monitor the development of the Act and will develop a plan to implement its 
requirements for fire inspections and investigations. 
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Prepared by:    Concurrence:  
     
J. Bast   T. Ian Smith  
     

James Bast   T. Ian Smith, MCE  
Manager of Fire Services   General Manager of Community Services  

 
Attachments: Appendix A – “Fire Services Act, Discussion Table” 
 Appendix B – “Letter from UBCM President” 
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Bill 4 – 2016: Fire Safety Act 
Implications for Regional Districts 

Fire Safety Act Part Legislative Change Implications Current System 
Part 4 - Fire Safety 
Inspections  

A local authority must 
designate in writing, persons or 
a class of persons as fire 
inspectors to conduct fire safety 
inspections. 

The Regional District must 
designate a fire inspector(s) who 
may conduct fire safety 
inspections; 

- for determining 
compliance with the Act 
and the regulations upon 
receiving a complaint, 

- upon request from an 
owner or occupier of a 
premises, or 

- if the fire inspector 
believes that a fire safety 
inspection should be 
conducted, even in the 
absence of a complaint 
being submitted. 

There may be cost implications to 
the Regional District. 

Currently, the process for 
addressing this issue in the 
Regional District would see the 
Office of the Fire Commissioner 
(OFC) receiving complaints.  The 
OFC would then conduct fire 
safety inspections as that Office 
deemed necessary, and the OFC 
would follow up with any Orders 
and/or actions as required.   

The new Act will shift this 
responsibility from the province to 
the Regional District. 

Part 7 - Fire 
Investigations and 
Inquiries  

A local authority must 
designate in writing persons or 
a class of persons as fire 
investigators to conduct fire 
investigations.  

The Regional District must 
designate a fire investigator(s) 
who must investigate all fires that 
result in destroyed or damaged 
property or resulted in injury or 
death. 

The Regional District’s 
designated fire investigators will 
be responsible for determining 
the need to, and conducting, all 

The existing Fire Services Act 
provides the OFC with the 
authority to appoint Local 
Assistants to the Fire 
Commissioner (LAFC’s).  
Currently some of the Regional 
District Fire Chiefs hold an LAFC 
appointment. The LAFC’s have 
the authority, under the OFC 
office, to conduct fire 
investigations within their fire 
protection service areas.   

Appendix A
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fire investigations within its 
geographical boundaries, 
excluding the municipalities. 
 
The Regional District will no 
longer be able to rely on the 
LAFC (Local Assistant to the Fire 
Commissioner) program as this 
program is not being included in 
the new legislation. 
 
The new legislation removes the 
responsibility of the local police to 
investigate fires unless there are 
circumstances that deem the fire 
to be suspicious in nature. The 
local police would participate only 
to fulfil their criminal investigation 
needs. 
 
There may be cost implications to 
the Regional District. 
 

 
Currently, in areas of the Regional 
District where there is no 
appointed LAFC the responsibility 
to conduct fire investigations falls 
to the local police.   
 

 

Note: Table excerpted above produced by Melanie Perrin, Fire Services Coordinator RDFFG, following Regional District Fire 
Services Coordinator discussion of new Fire Services Act, April 28, 2016. 
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